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Approach to Teaching Grammar Skills at West Croft School.

At West Croft School, we teach grammar skills through explicit instruction 
during regular fluency sessions from Year 1 – Year 6. We believe that the 'little 
and often' approach embeds understanding and ensures that knowledge sticks. 
We use a variety of multi-sensory techniques and games that support children in 
building up a strong knowledge of grammar which they can they apply 
successfully to their writing.

Understanding of grammar is then embedded throughout the writing process and 
its effective use modelled by the teacher in shared and guided writing.

Our overview document sets out the coverage from Year 1 – Year 6.
The coverage is taken from 3 sources
• The National Curriculum Guidance for Grammar
• Babcock Evidence Gathering Grids for Writing
• Pie Corbett's Teaching Guide for Progression

Skills are taught exclusively and then revisited often to deepen understanding.

Our coverage is ambitious and gives children the opportunity to reach 
expectations for their year group, and beyond.



Grammar Focus – National Curriculum Guidance



Year 1
Babcock Evidence Gathering Grid (EGG)

Writing



Autumn 1A Autumn 1B Spring 2A Spring 2B Summer 3A Summer 3B

1 Capital letters Separation 
of words in sentences

Exploring and 
recognising verbs

Speech bubbles Complex sentences 
using 'who'

Once there was a 
little old woman who 

lived in a tiny cottage.

Simple prepositions
(inside, outside, 
towards, across)

2 Capital letters Sequencing sentences 
to create a short narrati

ve
Joining words and claus

es using and

Adverbs

Luckily, Suddenly, 
Quickly, Unfortunately,

Complex 
sentences using 'who'

Once there 
was a little old 

woman who lived in a 
tiny cottage.

Simple prepositions
(inside, 

outside, towards, 
across)

3 Capital 
letters for names

Sequencing sentences to
create a short narrative

Joining words and sente
nces using simple conne
ctives and, or, but, so

, because

Adverbs as sentence 
starts

Quickly, the cat ran 
away...

Word classes
Nouns

Bullet points

4 Capital 
letters for personal

pronoun I

How 
words combine to creat

e sentences –
sentence building

Adjectives to describe

The old house...
The huge elephant...

Past tense to mark 
actions

Word classes
Verbs

Past tense to 
mark actions

5
Full stops

How 
words combine to crea

te sentences –
sentence building

Adjectives to describe

The black cat...
The wooden boat...

Present tense to mark 
actions

Using a range 
of punctuation (CL . !

?) 
to demarcate sentence

s

Present tense to 
mark actions

6 Capital letters and 
full stops

Question marks Question marks 
and exclamation marks

Joining 
words and sentences 

using simple
connectives and, 

or, but, so, because

Speech bubbles

7 Exclamation marks Exclamation marks

West Croft Grammar Overview
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Grammar  Focus – National Curriculum Guidance



Year 2
Babcock Evidence Gathering Grid (EGG) 

Writing



West Croft Grammar Overview
Year 2 2020-2021

Autumn 1A Autumn 1B Spring 2A Spring 2B Summer 3A Summer 3B

1 Can classify word 
classes

Word classes ; nouns

Accurate use of capital letters for 
personal pronoun I and usually uses 

capital letters for other proper nouns 
(e.g. days of the week, months, 

names, place names

Using tense that is appropriate 
to the task.

Understand progressive form of 
verbs in present and past tense

Sentence types commands Uses a variety of sentence 
beginning e.g. verbs, 

adjectives, prepositions

Understands a growing 
variety of simple 

conjunctions being used -
Subordination (when, if, 

that, because) and

2 Can classify word 
classes

Word classes ; verbs

Understands a growing variety of 
simple conjunctions being used -
Subordination (when, if, that, 

because) and

Uses a variety of sentence 
beginnings

verb sentence starts

Sentence types - statements Can classify word classes

Word classes ; nouns and 
verbs

Understands a growing 
variety of simple 

conjunctions being used -
coordination (or, and, 

but).

3 Can classify word 
classes

Word classes ; 
adjectives

Understands a growing variety of 
simple conjunctions being used -

coordination (or, and, but).

Uses a variety of sentence 
beginnings

adjective sentence starts

Grammatical pattern of 
sentence matches its purpose 

(statement, question, 
exclamation or command)

Can classify word classes

Word classes ; adjectives 
and adverbs

Apostrophes for 
possession and omission

4 Can classify word 
classes

Word classes ;
adverbs

Recognising use of apostrophe for 
possession

Uses a variety of sentence 
beginnings 

preposition sentence starts

Speech bubbles Word classes mix up Direct speech

5 Correct use of capital 
letters and full stops 

to demarcate 
sentences.

Exploring and understanding how to 
create a range of adjectives and 

what they can be used to describe 
and specify

Two adjectives to describe a noun -
The scary, old woman...

Using a range of adverbs to 
describe and specify

Snow fell gently and covered the 
tiny cottage.

Direct speech Correct and accurate use of 
question marks and 
exclamation marks

Assess needs of children 
and recap grammar gaps

6 Sentence types -
questions

Correct and accurate 
use of question marks

Learn how to use: expanded noun 
phrases to describe and specify: e.g. 

the blue butterfly

ly starters

Carefully,
Slowly,
Quickly,

Cautiously,

Comma after ly starter

Commas to separate items in 
a list

Consolidate how to use: 
expanded noun phrases to 

describe and specify: e.g. the 
blue butterfly

Assess needs of children 
and recap grammar gaps

7 Exclamation
sentences

Correct and accurate 
use of exclamation 

marks

Apostrophes for omission Assess needs of children 
and recap grammar gaps



Grammar  Focus – National Curriculum Guidance



Year 3
Babcock Evidence Gathering Grid (EGG) 

Writing



West Croft Grammar Overview
Year 3 2020-2021

Autumn 1A Autumn 1B Spring 2A Spring 2B Summer 3A Summer 3B

1 Demarcate sentences
accurately throughout using 
full stops, capital letters, 
exclamation and question 

marks
commas in lists (secure from 

Year 2).

Using commas in a list Use present and past tense 
correctly, including use of the 
present perfect instead of the 

simple past.

Pronoun choice to avoid 
repetition

Capital letters used accurately 
for proper nouns

Learn how to use: sentences 
with different forms: 
statement, question, 

exclamation, command

Synonyms and antonyms

2 Understanding word classes

Prepositions

Express time, place, cause 
and enhance cohesion using 
adverbs (soon, therefore, 

finally)

Add detail and precision 
through expanding noun 

phrases using pre-modification 
(secure and extend from Year 

2).

Re reading words in sentences 
for grammatical sense – verb 
tense agreement. Reading for 

grammatical sense e.g
identifying missing words or 

clumsy use of language

Learn how to use: sentences 
with different forms: 
statement, question, 

exclamation, command

Using paragraphs as a way 
of grouping related 

material

3 Prepositional phrases to add 
action

on the mat
behind the tree

in the air

Express time, place, cause 
and enhance cohesion using

prepositions, including 
prepositional phrases (during 
the night, before breakfast, 

because of the rain).

Using inverted commas to 
punctuate direct speech

Adverbial phrases used as 
a where when or how 

starter (fronted adverbials)
A few days ago...

At the back of the eye...
In a strange way...

Investigate word classes –
adjectives, verbs, nouns, 

prepositions, adverbs

Using headings and 
subheadings

4 Write a range of 
compound sentences with 
more than one clause by 
using a wider range of 

conjunctions (when, before, 
after, while, so because, 

although).

Express time, place, cause 
and enhance cohesion using 

prepositional phrases (during 
the night, before breakfast, 

because of the rain).

Using inverted commas to 
punctuate direct speech

Using a variety of sentence 
openings.

Adverb starters
Amazingly, small insects can...

Use apostrophes for 
contraction and singular 

possession correctly (secure 
from Year 2).

Selecting powerful verbs 
and using them to 
enhance writing

5 Complex sentence 
construction through use of 

co coordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions

Commas to mark phrases and 
clauses

ing clauses for starters

Sighing, the boy walked away 
from his friend.

Commas to mark phrases and 
clauses

Complex sentence construction 
through use of co coordinating
and subordinating conjunctions

Use the forms a or an 
according to whether the 
next word starts with a 

vowels (an apple, a house) 
(DETERMINERS)

Grammar mix up – assess 
class needs and fill any 

gaps

6 Investigate word classes –
adjectives, verbs, nouns, 

prepositions, adverbs

Use apostrophes for 
contraction and singular 

possession correctly (secure 
from Year 2).

ing clauses for starters

Sighing, the boy walked away 
from his friend.

Commas to mark phrases and 
clauses

Adding adverbs to add detail 
to verbs

Using inverted commas to 
punctuate direct speech

Grammar mix up – assess 
class needs and fill any 

gaps

7 Investigate word classes –
adjectives, verbs, nouns, 

prepositions, adverbs

Synonyms and antonyms Grammar mix up – assess 
class needs and fill any 

gaps



Grammar  Focus – National Curriculum Guidance



Year 4
Babcock Evidence Gathering Grid (EGG)

Writing



West Croft Grammar Overview
Year 4 2020 - 2021

Autumn 1A Autumn 1B Spring 2A Spring 2B Summer 3A Summer 3B

1 Demarcate sentences accurately 
throughout using capital 

letters, full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks

Write a range of sentences 
with more than one clause by 

using a wider range of 
conjunctions

(when, before, after, while, so 
because, although).

Use apostrophes correctly 
(contraction, singular and 

plural possession).

Noun phases extended 
by the addition 

of modifying adjectives, 
nouns, prepositions, phrases 

(e.g. the 
teacher expanded to: the stric

t maths teacher with curly 
hair

Grammatical pattern 
of sentence matches its 

purpose (statement, 
question, exclamation or 

command)

Use of paragraphs to 
organise ideas around a 

theme

2 Demarcate sentences accurately 
throughout using capital 

letters, full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks

Write a range of sentences 
with more than one clause by 

using a wider range of 
conjunctions

(when, before, after, while, so 
because, although).

Use apostrophes correctly 
(contraction, singular and 

plural possession).

Adjectives modified for 
emphasis Learn how to use: 

sentences with different 
forms: statement, question, 

exclamation, command

Word class mix up: 
Exploring and identifying 
nouns, adjectives, verbs, 
prepositions and adverbs

Understanding the term
collective noun

3 Word classes: 
Exploring and identifying nouns, 

Understanding the term coll
ective noun

Exploring sentence 
construction with a variety of 

openers 
nouns and pronouns

Investigate word order in 
a sentence.

Use pronouns and nouns 
within and across sentences 

to aid cohesion and avoid 
repetition.

Express time, place, cause and 
enhance cohesion using 

adverbials, sometimes fronted, 

Use commas after 
fronted adverbials.

Use a wide range 
of coordination

conjunctions at the 
beginning and 

within sentences.

Fronted adverbials

Use of commas after 
fronted adverbials 

4 Word classes: 
Exploring and identifying 
adjectives and verbs

Exploring sentence 
construction with a variety of 

openers
Prepositions and adjectives
Investigate word order in 

a sentence.

Inverted commas and 
other punctuation to indicate 
direct speech (e.g. a comma 

after reporting a clause, 
end punctuation within 

inverted commas)

Express time, place, cause and 
enhance cohesion using 

adverbials, sometimes fronted, 

Use commas after 
fronted adverbials.

Powerful verbs used to 
modify text

Use Standard English 
verb inflections, instead 

of local dialect forms 
(we were instead of we 
was; I did instead of I 

done)

5 Exploring the term preposition and 
experiment using them 

in sentences

Word classes: 
Exploring and identifying 
prepositions and adverbs

Exploring sentence 
construction with a variety of 

openers 
verbs and adverbs

Investigate word order in 
a sentence.

Inverted commas and 
other punctuation to indicate 
direct speech (e.g. a comma 

after reporting a clause, 
end punctuation within 

inverted commas)

Express time, place, cause and 
enhance cohesion using 
prepositional phrases 

Use commas after 
fronted adverbials.

Use a wide range 
of subordination

conjunctions at the 
beginning and 

within sentences.

Grammar mix up –
consolidation of grammar 

from across the year

6 Word class mix up: 
Exploring and identifying nouns, 

adjectives, verbs, prepositions and 
adverbs

Understanding the term
collective noun

Make accurate use of present 
and past tense including 
simple, progressive and 

perfect forms

Difference between 
reported and direct, 

changing one 
form to another.

Consolidating use of commas 
in lists

Inverted commas and 
other punctuation to indicate 
direct speech (e.g. a comma 

after reporting a clause, 
end punctuation within 

inverted commas)

Grammar mix up –
consolidation of grammar 

from across the year

7 Determiners

Articles, demonstratives,
possessives, quantifiers

Noun phases extended 
by the addition 

of modifying adjectives, 
nouns, prepositions, phrases 

(e.g. the 
teacher expanded to: the strict 
maths teacher with curly hair

Grammar mix up –
consolidation of grammar 

from across the year



Grammar Focus – National Curriculum Guidance



Year 5
Babcock Evidence Gathering Grid (EGG)

Writing



West Croft Grammar Overview
Year 5 2020 - 2021

Autumn 1A Autumn 1B Spring 2A Spring 2B Summer 3A Summer 3B

1 Demarcate sentences 
accurately throughout, using 

capital letters, full stops, 
question marks, exclamation 

marks (secured from Year 4).

Confident use of commas for a variety 
of reasons

To separate items in a list

To clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity 
( e.g. Let’s eat grandma. Let’s 

eat, grandma)

Before a clause starting with or, 
and or but

Parenthesis

() - - , ,

Devices to build cohesion within 
a paragraph (then, after, that, 

this, firstly)

Basic grammar is 
accurate reflecting written 
standard English instead of 

local spoken forms (e.g. should 
have, would have)

Subject verb agreement

Confident use of commas 
for a variety of reasons

2 Complex sentence 
building through a variety 

of subordinating and 
coordinating conjunctions and 

use of clauses

Confident use of commas for a variety 
of reasons

After a subordinate clause

After a fronted adverbial

Confident use of commas for a 
variety of reasons

To separate items in a list

To clarify meaning or avoid 
ambiguity ( e.g. Let’s eat grandma. 

Let’s eat, grandma)

Before a clause starting with or, 
and or but

Use a range of devices to build 
cohesion within and across 

paragraphs:
secure the use of pronouns or 

nouns within and across 
sentences to aid cohesion and 

avoid repetition;

Appropriate use 
of reported speech.

Broadening 
vocabulary including 

synonyms and antonyms

3 Modal verbs Relative clauses beginning with who, 
which, where, when, whose, that or an 

omitted relative pronoun

Linking ideas across paragraphs 
using adverbials

Fronted adverbials
Use of fronted adverbials of 
time, place and number to link 

ideas across paragraphs

Use a range of devices to build 
cohesion within and across 

paragraphs: link ideas using tense 
choices (e.g. he had seen her 
before instead of he saw her 

before).

Active and passive voice Parenthesis

() - - , ,

4 Indicate degrees of 
possibility using adverbs 

(perhaps, surely)

use a range of clause structures, 
sometimes varying their position 
within in the sentence for effect 
(secure and extend from Year 4).

convey complicated information 
concisely by using pre- and post-
modification of nouns, including 

relative clauses.

Use a range of verb forms, 
particularly the perfect, to mark 
relationships of time and cause.

Subject and object 
identification

Complex sentence 
building through a variety 

of subordinating and 
coordinating conjunctions a

nd use of clauses

5 Broadening 
vocabulary including 

synonyms and antonyms

Linking ideas across paragraphs using 
adverbials

Fronted adverbials
Use of fronted adverbials of 
time, place and number to link 

ideas across paragraphs

Inverted commas are used to 
demarcate direct speech, with 

new lines used for each 
new speaker and 

other appropriate punctuation 
marks.

Determiners
Articles, 

demonstratives, possessives, 
quantifiers

Using colons and semi colons 
for extended lists (to be used 

in descriptive writing or to 
modify a piece of writing)

Grammar mix up –
consolidation of grammar 

from across the year

6 Relative clauses beginning 
with who, which, where, 
when, whose, that or an 
omitted relative pronoun

Use a range of devices to build 
cohesion within and across 

paragraphs: link ideas using adverbials 
of time, place and number;

Inverted commas are used to 
demarcate direct speech, with 

new lines used for each 
new speaker and 

other appropriate punctuation 
marks.

Hyphens
(covered through spelling)

Hyphenating prefixes look at 
how the word meaning differs 

(e.g. re-treat and retreat)

Modal verbs Grammar mix up –
consolidation of grammar 

from across the year

7 Using colons and semi colons 
for extended lists (to be 

used in descriptive writing or 
to modify a piece of writing)

Apostrophes 
for possession and omission

Grammar mix up –
consolidation of grammar 

from across the year



Grammar Focus – National Curriculum Guidance



Year 6
Babcock Evidence Gathering Grid (EGG)

Writing



West Croft Spelling Overview
Year 6 2020-2021

Autumn 1A Autumn 1B Spring 2A Spring 2B Summer 3A Summer 3B

1 Demarcate sentences 
accurately throughout, using 

capital letters, full stops, 
question marks, exclamation 

marks, apostrophes for 
contraction.

Demarcate sentences 
accurately throughout, using 

capital letters, full stops, 
question marks, exclamation 

marks, apostrophes for 
contraction.

Use semi-colons, colons or 
dashes to mark boundaries 

between independent clauses

Explore levels of formality 
through manipulating grammar 

and vocabulary 

Subjunctive form

2 Expand noun phrases by the 
addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases 

Expand noun phrases by the 
addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases 

Parenthesis

() - - , ,

Hyphen use for ambiguity (man 
eating shark vs man-eating 

shark)

Difference between 
vocabulary typical 

of informal speech and vocab 
for formal speech 

and writing (e.g. find out = 
discover, ask for = request

3 Use semi-colons to mark 
boundaries

Active and passive voice Modal verbs to suggest degrees 
of possibility 

Subject and object 

4 Inverted commas are used to 
demarcate direct speech, with 

new lines used for each 
new speaker and 

other appropriate punctuation 
marks.

The use of passive to affect 
the presentation of 

information in a sentence

Broadening vocabulary including
synonyms and antonyms

Colons to mark the boundary 
between clauses 

5 Complex sentence 
building through a variety 

of subordinating and 
coordinating conjunctions and 

use of clauses

link ideas across paragraphs 
using a wider range of cohesive 
devices: repetition of a word 

or phrase, grammatical 
connections (using the present 
and past participle, -ing and -

ed) 

Use  arrange of devices to build 
cohesion (conjunctions, 

adverbials) 

Explore verb tenses

6 Confident use of commas for a 
variety of reasons

To separate items in a list

To clarify meaning or avoid 
ambiguity ( e.g. Let’s eat 

grandma. Let’s eat, grandma)

Before a clause starting with 
or, and or but

Explore a variety of tenses

Present
Progressive present

Present perfect
Past

Progressive past
Past perfect

Future

Dashes Colons to introduce a list and 
semi colons within lists

7 Confident use of commas for a 
variety of reasons

After a subordinate clause

After a fronted adverbial


